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Down through nine centuries this fundamen-
tal principle of care, which is written into the
statutes of the Hospitallers of St John of
Jerusalem, has been put into practice in the
Sovereign Order of Malta. 
Its history is ample proof of this: in Jerusalem,
Cyprus, Rhodes and Malta the Order has built
dispensaries, hospitals and medical centres,
invested in medical research and aided the sick
and the poor, as it continues to do, without dis-
tinction of race, origin or religion.
Today in carrying out its mission it is keenly
alert to the changing needs born of poverty, 
illness, conflict and natural disasters.
The Order’s relief missions to groups affected
by the conflicts in the Balkans and those hit by

Hurricane Mitch in Central America, or the earthquake in
India, and its programmes to assist women and children
with AIDS, are recent examples of intervention in the
field, illustrating responses both to emergencies and to
problems of a more endemic nature. 

Aware as it is of developments in the strategies drawn up
by the key international players, and in tandem with its
ongoing contacts with national authorities, the Order has
drafted a policy of active relations with the major interna-
tional organisations involved in humanitarian work. In this
context, the Order of Malta aims to play a more active
part in the consultation process, to which it can con-
tribute its extensive experience, its familiarity with the situ-
ation in the field and its own particular forms of expertise,
for example in health care and relief. Where possible and
useful, it aims to coordinate its own activities with those
of the United Nations and European Union agencies, and,
together with them, to develop forms of cooperation and
partnership in their common challenges. 

This desire to develop dialogue and cooperation goes
hand in hand with an awareness that the Order needed
to give greater visibility and transparency to our organi-
sation’s accumulated experience and its projects for the
future. This Activity Report is intended to do just that. 
It is addressed first and foremost to the representatives
of national and international bodies who are active in our
areas of work. It is also addressed to our members and
to our main donors. 
Illustrated by examples – which are telling, but by no means
exhaustive – of achievements recorded and projects
launched during the years 1999 and 2000, the Report
gives an overview of the Order’s main areas of activity at
the international level, and of its structures. 
Thus – thanks to the personal commitment and the will-
ingness of its members and volunteers, and to its private
and public donors, without whom nothing sustainable
could be achieved – through its disinterested, impartial
work wherever there is suffering and poverty, the Order
of Malta takes throughout the world a message of com-
passion and solidarity inspired by Christian charity. 

Since the tragic events of 11 September 2001 in the
United States of America, we are called on more than ever
to continue our mission to bring relief to the wounded, to
refugees, to their families and to all who are in danger. 

I hope that this Report will make the work, role and
achievements of the Order of Malta better known
throughout the world, and that it will help to strengthen
the vitally important dialogue and cooperation between
all who are committed to building justice and peace. 

Frà Andrew Bertie
Grand Master of the Sovereign Order of Malta

“When a patient arrives, let him be brought to a bed and there, as if he were 

the Lord Himself on a visit, give him the very best that the house can offer.” 
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Under the eight-pointed cross, at their foundation
900 years ago in Palestine the Hospitallers of St John of
Jerusalem - better known as the Knights of Malta - were
the precursors of the large international humanitarian
agencies of our time that work on the field of battle and
in time of natural disaster. The organisation has a pres-
ence in over 110 countries, through the intermediary of
six Grand Priories, three Sub-Priories and 44 National
Associations, in addition to many hospitals, medical cen-
tres, dispensaries, relief corps, foundations and spe-
cialised establishments. In its capacity as a subject of
international public law, the Order maintains diplomatic
relations at embassy level with 90 States, has Perma-
nent Representatives to the European Commission and
to Governments, and Observer Missions to the United
Nations and most international organisations. 
Its 10,000 members and 80,000 permanent volunteers,
backed up by a qualified staff comprising over 11,000
doctors, nurses, nurses’ aids and other personnel,
devote themselves to serving the poor, the sick and
those who suffer. 
‘Modern by tradition’ is the motto of the Order’s relief
organisations. 
This guiding principle is, in reality, a good deal more
demanding than it appears at first sight: while we are
proud of our traditions, we are even more proud of the fact

that they enable us to relieve the most acute suffering with
the means, methods and resources of the modern world. 
The Order is currently undergoing a process of reform in
conformity with the decisions of Vatican Council II which
were addressed to all religious and lay orders, asking
them to reflect on the charisma of their founding. 
The Extraordinary Chapter General which was held in
Rome in 1997 represented a key stage in this process,
during which important changes in internal organisation
were introduced into the Order’s Statutes. One of the
most significant elements in this reform was to ensure
that in future the composition of the Government of the
Order would be far more international, thereby allowing
the experiences gained by the Grand Priories, the Sub-
Priories and the National Associations to be drawn on
more effectively. The results of this step could already be
seen at the most recent Chapter General, in 1999: the
present Grand Master is British, his deputy, the Grand
Commander, who is also responsible for the spiritual life
of the Order, is Austrian, the Grand Chancellor is Bel-
gian, the Treasurer is Italian, and I am German. In addi-
tion, in the Sovereign Council - that is, in the Order’s
Government - there are Italians, a Czech, a Canadian, an
American and a Frenchman. 
Another element at the heart of the reform was the crea-
tion of new legal bases for the Order’s works, which

THE ORDER’S AIMS

“The purpose of the Sovereign Order of Malta is the promotion of (...) the Christian virtues of charity and brotherhood. 

The Order carries out its charitable works for the sick, the needy and refugees without distinction of religion, race, origin or age.“

“The Order fulfils its institutional tasks especially by carrying out hospitaller works, including health and social assistance,

as well as aiding victims of exceptional disasters and of war...”

(Extracts from Article 2 of the Constitutional Charter)

‘MODERN BY TRADITION’
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have expanded considerably over the last forty years.
These new legal bases will improve the coordination of
the Order’s activities in the countries in which we work.
The rules for the Order’s international activities have
been redrafted and approved, and standards concerning
the statutes of relief agencies in particular have been
set. Today the Order has relief agencies in 32 countries. 
In Europe, ECOM (the Emergency Corps of the Order of
Malta), which was set up by eight National Associations,
has proved to be an important instrument for coopera-
tion in international relief work in time of conflict and na-
tural disasters. Its mission, which was initially confined to
relief in extreme emergencies, has since expanded si-
gnificantly and now covers all kinds of assistance in
exceptional emergencies. 
A Coordination Centre for Central and South America
has been set up and has begun to organise and coordi-
nate relief in the region. 
CIOMAL (the International Committee of the Order of
Malta), which has been responsible for hospitaller mis-
sions to assist lepers, now extends its scope to encom-
pass a second area of activity by working with pregnant
women with AIDS in order to prevent the disease from
being passed on to their children. 
In the year 2000, I chaired the annual Hospitaller meetings
which took place in Germany (European meeting) and

Miami (American hemisphere meeting). At these confe-
rences, the most important current issues in the field of the
Order’s humanitarian and charitable activities were dis-
cussed. Following this example, an international meeting of
the Chancellors of the Order’s Priories and National Asso-
ciations was held in Venice from 1 to 3 December 2000.
This meeting tackled the major issues facing the Order
today: internal and external communication, our organisa-
tion in Latin America, and relations in the field between the
Priories and National Associations on the one hand and
the Diplomatic Missions on the other. 
This picture of the Order’s work would not be complete
if I did not also mention the existence of 20 hospitals, 
40 clinics, a host of dispensaries and socio-medical
centres, almost 50 centres for elderly people, establish-
ments for the handicapped, hostels for the homeless,
basic health services for the third world, assistance for
refugees, pharmaceutical services and the whole range
of health and social services provided by the various
Ambulance Corps. 
Most of these activities are carried out by volunteers; 
all our institutions place a very high value on their partic-
ipation, since they represent an exceptional added value
to the Order of Malta’s mission of compassion to the
poor and the sick.

Albrecht Freiherr von Boeselager
Grand Hospitaller
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The Order’s first Ambulance Corps was founded in Ire-
land in 1938. The Irish corps remains one of the largest,
together with those in Austria, Hungary, France and,
especially, Germany. Everywhere ambulances can be
seen driving under the sign of the Maltese Cross, and
the reliability and quality of the assistance provided are
acknowledged by the local authorities. The Austrian
Government, for example, consistently asks the Austrian
Grand Priory to be part of the first-aid service during offi-
cial visits by Heads of State or Government. 
Today, the Order’s Relief Services have become one of
its most important activities. These services have been
developed with notable success in Central and Eastern
Europe since the removal of the Berlin Wall. Volunteers
active in over thirty countries provide first aid at public
events and demonstrations, as well as in the event of
accidents or natural disasters.

Some examples, selected from among many:

- In France, the Œuvres Hospitalières Françaises de l’Or-
dre de Malte (OHFOM) manned three of the ten first-aid
posts at the world’s most spectacular gathering of tradi-
tional navies, the “Brest 2000”. 

- In Germany, the Malteser Hilfsdienst provided a guard
of paramedics during the EXPO in Hanover and at the
Formula One Grand Prix in Nürburgring.

- In Spain, as in all the Jacobean Holy Years, the Spanish
Association maintained a First Aid station, from June to
September 1999, in the cloister of the Cathedral at San-
tiago de Compostela. In addition to the teams of volun-
teers from the Spanish Association, the station was
manned by volunteers from Italy, Germany, France and
Britain. Approximately 800 pilgrims received assistance
during this period. 
Navarre: the Delegation of the Spanish Association in
Navarre maintains a hostel and provides basic care to
pilgrims travelling to Santiago de Compostela at the his-
toric building which formerly belonged to the Comman-
dery of Cizur Menor. In 2000, it attended to over 2,100
pilgrims during the three summer months in which it is
open to the public, and the number increases every year.

- Internationally, the Order of Malta assembled teams
from throughout the world to man permanent first-aid
posts in the four major basilicas during the Jubilee Year
in Rome, between 24 December 1999 and 6 January
2001. The scale and duration of this first-aid operation
made it undoubtedly one of the biggest the Order had
ever undertaken (see box). 
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AN UNPRECEDENTED WORLDWIDE MOBILISATION 

Throughout the Holy Year, the Order provided human
resources for running four first-aid posts in the four main
Roman basilicas of St.Peter’s, St.John Lateran, St.Mary
Major and St.Paul’s Outside the Walls.
These first-aid posts were operational eight hours a day
for 53 weeks, with two teams, each consisting of a doctor,
a nurse and two ambulance workers, working continu-
ously in relays. 
More than 1,950 volunteers (including 500 doctors, 395
nurses and 60 paramedics) worked a total of 15,000
hours in 371 days. The team assisted over 15,000 pil-
grims from 115 countries. Two births took place in the
first-aid posts, and two pilgrims died in the basilicas. 

The Grand Priories and National Associations of the fol-
lowing countries provided teams of volunteers for the first-
aid posts: Austria, Belgium, Britain, the Czech Republic,
France, Germany, Hungary, Ireland, Italy, Latvia, Lithuania,
Malta, the Netherlands, Portugal, Romania, Spain, Switzer-
land, Ukraine and Yugoslavia, together with the three
Associations from the United States and those from Cuba,
Uruguay, the Lebanon and South Africa. 
In particular, we would like to highlight the outstanding
contribution of the Italian Grand Priories, which filled any
gaps, dealt with last-minute problems and provided inter-
preters for the foreign delegations, and that of the German
Association, which ran two of the first-aid posts single-
handedly throughout the entire Holy Year. 

JUBILEE YEAR 2000 IN ROME - 371 days of uninterrupted first aid.
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North-South solidarity can be seen in action in the
Order’s hospitaller programmes. The European and
American Associations, in particular, give active support
to many hospitals and medical centres in disadvantaged
countries in the form of financial aid, by providing doc-
tors and nurses, medicines and equipment, or by helping
to run the centres. 
The Order owns and supports both general medical cen-
tres and centres specialising in particular illnesses,
pathologies or age groups. Below, the first kind are
described, while the others are covered under separate
headings in this Report, in the context of medical and
social programmes. 

There are general hospitals in Europe, in Britain and
Italy, and there are also some in Benin, Togo, Senegal,
Palestine and Madagascar. The following examples illus-
trate work carried out in a wide variety of environments
over the past year: 

In Chad
- Surgical ward of N’Djamena Central Hospital: 475 spe-

cialised orthopaedic operations, 4,481 patients taken in,
9,650 consultations. 

- Amtoukoui Medical Centre: 38,637 patients given pri-
mary care, intensive care, gynaecological follow-up and
vaccinations in the year 2000. 

- Biobé Medical Centre: 8,557 patients treated, 133 inpa-
tients and 47 deliveries in 2000.

In Palestine
- The Holy Family Maternity Hospital in Bethlehem: this

hospital, which is under the direct responsibility of the
Hospitaller of the Order, is financed by several National
Associations and, since this year, by a Foundation set up
specifically for this purpose by the United States Federal
Association (with its head office in Washington). 
The hospital is run by the Œuvres Hospitalières Françaises
de l’Ordre de Malte (OHFOM). More than 25,000 babies
have been born there since it opened in 1990. (see box). 

In Haiti
- The CRUDEM Hospital in Milot, supported particularly by

the American Association, now has electronic equipment
which makes it possible to perform even very delicate
and lengthy surgical operations. Thanks to the voluntary
work done by a team of surgical specialists from
Rochester, this hospital was able to launch Haiti’s first
open-heart surgery programme for destitute patients. 

The Order runs many medical centres throughout the
world, notably in Poland, Hungary, the United States, the
Dominican Republic, Brazil, Peru and South Africa, while
most of its dispensaries and private general hospitals
are in the Lebanon and El Salvador, where they were set
up during the civil wars. 
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HOSPITALS AND SOCIO-MEDICAL CARE CENTRES
__

The Order runs or supports, either totally or in part, a vast network of hospitals, clinics, medical centres

and dispensaries across the world. The nature of these centres is dictated by local needs - be they a

need for services to complement the local public health services, or a need to cope with particular ill-

nesses, or other health problems. 
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The Order also opened two emergency Mobile Medical
Units for casualties in Southern Lebanon. Another pro-
ject was the inauguration, at the Bhannes Hospitaller
Centre, of the largest and most modern balneotherapy
pool in the Middle East. 
In El Salvador the Association’s twelve centres cared
for 140,000 patients in the year 2000, while their two
dental laboratories treated 23,000 patients. 

The rehabilitation of hospitals and dispensaries is also
one of the missions of the Order, especially in countries
at war. This work was done in the Balkans, and is still
going on in the areas of Africa where there is armed con-
flict. In the Great Lakes region in Africa, and in Kerala in
India, the Order is helping to introduce basic public
healthcare services.

On many occasions, the German Association’s Relief
Corps provided medical care for United Nations per-
sonnel on peace missions. The Order has also pro-

vided a medical unit consisting of five doctors, two
nurses and seven paramedical assistants for UNIKOM
(the United Nations Iraq Kuwait Observation Mission)
from 1995 onwards and, since December 2000, another
team of two doctors and two nurses for UNTAET (the
United Nations Transitional Administration in East Timor).

Care for the terminally ill, in specialised establishments or
in their homes, has become a priority among the Order’s
activities. The hospitals in Britain and Belgium, and some
of those in Germany, have units staffed by specialists in
palliative care for treating the terminally ill. There are other
units in Argentina, Italy, South Africa and Australia. 

Finally, the Order’s Associations and Foundations apply
the concept of quality management in the medical
establishments they run. The German Association was
the pioneer in this context, with several pilot projects,
some of them organised under the aegis of the German
Ministry of Health. 

BETHLEHEM: LIFE GOES ON IN SPITE OF EVERYTHING

In 1990 the Holy Family Hospital first opened its doors in
a building that had belonged since 1882 to the Sisters of
Charity. In 1985, at their request, it was completely reno-
vated by the Order, which also decided to reinstall a
maternity unit in one of the wings. 
The hospital is run by the French Association and
financed jointly by the Grand Magistry of the Order and
the British, French, German, Irish, Swiss and American
Associations, and, since this year, by the American Foun-
dation, set up specially for this purpose by members of
the Order in Washington. 
With a highly qualified staff of 94 (including eight specia-
list doctors, five resident doctors and 45 nurses and mid-
wives), the maternity unit has 40 beds for obstetrics and
gynaecology, and recently opened a neonatal unit and a
training room for expectant mothers. It has a mobile clinic,
with a team which practises antenatal care and provides
gynaecological and obstetrical follow-up in the areas around
Bethlehem and in the villages of Hebron. Since the maternity

unit was opened in 1990, more than 25,000 babies have
been born there, with a record 3,052 births in 2000, while
15,000 consultations were given during that year.

Since the start of the new intifada in October 2000, work-
ing conditions at the hospital have become extremely diffi-
cult. With borders being more and more firmly closed and
towns and villages blockaded, the work of the mobile
team has been paralysed and many mothers are finding it
impossible to reach the hospital. The number of admis-
sions is falling noticeably, creating serious difficulties in an
area where the unemployment rate is over 50%. Thanks to
the courage, devotion and determination of the manage-
ment team and staff, however, the maternity unit is still
operational, so great is the need for it.

Jacques de Dumast
President of Œuvres Hopitalières Françaises 

de l’Ordre de Malte

President-delegate of the Holy Family Hospital of Bethleem
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LEPROSY

The fight against Hansen’s disease has been one of the
Order’s missions for centuries.
Although the disease is receding, it is still contracted
by 2,000 people each day throughout the world and it
remains a public health problem in 24 countries, of
which 12 account for 92% of reported cases. Moreover
it is estimated that some two million patients, who have
been cured but remain handicapped, await assistance
with rehabilitation. 
The International Committee of the Order of Malta
(CIOMAL), which was founded in 1958, coordinates the
various activities undertaken by the National Associa-
tions to combat leprosy and assist lepers. CIOMAL rep-
resents the Order at the International Federation of Anti-
Leprosy Associations. 

The main elements of CIOMAL’s programmes are:
- free access for all patients to MDT (multi-drug therapy);
- the stepping up of early screening policies for patients

with leprosy;
- preventive treatment;
- medical, surgical, orthopaedic and ophthalmological

rehabilitation; 
- raising awareness of the disease and spreading informa-

tion among those with leprosy, medical personnel and
the general public;

- training by medical and paramedical staff so that
patients can learn how to care for themselves.

During the year, the Order had a presence in the field in
nine countries in the areas of the world most seriously
afflicted by leprosy - Asia, Africa and Latin America.

- In Cambodia: national screening, treatment and rehabili-
tation programme: a 34-bed hospital in Phnom Penh; two
10-bed clinics in the provinces; mobile teams caring for
the 17,000 people affected by the disease, medically mon-
itored and treated on a regular basis. 

- In Thailand: the Don Bosco Centre in Nakhon Sritham-
marat: 60 recovered patients cared for and helped with
socio-economic reintegration; schooling provided for
52 children with Hansen’s disease, support for former
patients with their accommodation. 
The centre dispenses MDT treatment to new patients,
and provides them with basic healthcare and training. 

- In Vietnam: six referral centres, set up and run with the
support of the French Association, provide palliative sur-
gical care and rehabilitative physiotherapy. This infra-
structure is reinforced by a network of mobile consulta-
tion teams, currently being developed.
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- In Senegal: at the Dakar Institute for Applied Leprology
(ILAD), the Order manages the outpatients department
and cares for patients from Senegal and neighbouring
countries, provides access for patients to surgery and
limb-fitting; screening, prevention and monitoring. There
is a permanent staff of 45, all Senegalese. 

- In Cameroon: the Rohan Chabot Hospitaller Centre,
run by the French Association, is the only hospitaller
institution in the far northern province. It is open to all,
lepers and non-lepers, and provides healthcare, a limb-
fitting service and rehabilitation. 

- In Equatorial Guinea: a lepers’ hospital and village at
Micomeseng: rehabilitation and expansion, with financial
support from the Spanish Association. 

- In Argentina: programme supported by the Argen-
tinean Association, CIOMAL and two private Founda-
tions: after-care for patients in the 16 provinces; 700
new cases a year, a constant number of 10,000
patients and 3,500 cures in five years.

- In Brazil: contribution to the anti-leprosy programme in
Picos in the State of Piaui: screening of patients; delivery
of MDT; awareness-raising among the general public. 
In 2000: 5,000 consultations, 112 new cases diagnosed
and 112 patients completing their treatment.

- In Cuba: assessment mission at the invitation of the
Government: early screening and public awareness pro-
grammes, and care of 150 elderly, non-infectious
patients in precarious socio-economic situations. 

- In Uruguay: the Cottolongo Centre, supported by the
Uruguayan Association, gives assistance to a small num-
ber of officially recognised lepers.

- In France: the Saint Louis Hospital in Paris runs spe-
cialised research and training programmes. 

- In Spain: the Spanish Association finances annual  inter-
national programmes, given at the Leprosaria de Fontilles
(Alicante), for the training of missionaries, medical per-
sonnel and paramedics in the treatment of lepers.

A key step forward in the eradication of leprosy
In 2000, research took an important step forward with
the sequencing of the genome of the bacillus M. Leprae.
This scientific project, carried out by Prof. Stewart
Cole’s unit in the Institut Pasteur and that of Prof. Bart
Barell at the Sanger Center (RU), with special support
from CIOMAL, opens up new prospects for eradicating
the disease, notably in terms of vaccination, assistance
with diagnosis and the hope of coming up with a single-
dose treatment. 
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The programme also promotes birth by Caesarean sec-
tion to prevent contamination through the mother. 
From June to December 2000, a number of infected
women were cared for using this treatment. All of them
gave birth to healthy children.

Assistance to patients
In addition to CIOMAL’s programmes, a great many initia-
tives were undertaken during the year by the Order’s
national organisations, to bring relief to people with AIDS. 
These activities ranged from support to healthcare, hospi-
talisation programmes and individual assistance to
patients. Among the countries in which the Order’s Asso-
ciations or organisations are active in this sphere are Aus-
tria, Cuba, Honduras, Mexico, the Philippines and South
Africa. In Chad, the programme is run by our ambassador.

OTHER DISEASES AND 
PARTICULAR HEALTH PROBLEMS

The Order has also seen some new areas of specific
intervention emerging in its activities at national level.
Eye disease and diabetes have been among the dis-
eases featuring most strongly in the programmes of sev-
eral of the Order’s National Associations in different
parts of the world. 

Eye diseases: in Brazil, Spain, Morocco, Guatemala
and Equatorial Guinea.

Diabetes: in Spain, Bolivia, the Czech Republic,
Guatemala, Morocco and Paraguay.
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AIDS

Programme to combat AIDS
CIOMAL was recently put in charge of a programme 
to provide assistance for pregnant women with AIDS
by means of treatment designed to prevent the trans-
mission of the virus to the child.

The main elements in the programme are:
- providing screening;
- free access to therapies before the birth, and afterwards

for the child;
- if the child is born with AIDS, treating the mother and

child for infection;
- meeting the child’s socio-economic needs in the event

of its mother’s death (aid to its foster-family). 

Activities under this programme have already begun in
Argentina, Senegal and in Mexico.

In Senegal: in Dakar, CIOMAL has put in place treat-
ment for pregnant women who have no access to pre-
ventive treatment for the vertical HIV infection to protect
the unborn child. 
The ILAD laboratory has screened numerous samples
from AIDS patients. 

In Mexico: together with the National Institute of Perina-
tology and the AMERICARE organisation, the Mexican
Association and CIOMAL run a programme to combat
vertical infection. 
In addition to supplying anti-retroviral medicines, the pro-
gramme includes advice and testing services, together
with support for the mothers, especially in feeding their
newborn babies. 



THE SOVEREIGN MILITARY HOSPITALLER ORDER OF ST JOHN OF JERUSALEM, OF RHODES AND OF MALTA 

The recovery of unused medicines and medical and
paramedical equipment – supplemented by the pur-
chase of new medicines – is one of the traditional activi-
ties of the Order of Malta. Thanks to the cooperation of
many thousands of volunteers, under the direction of
pharmacists, patients in the most disadvantaged coun-
tries can have free or very inexpensive access to medi-
cines and treatment. 

The example of France
In France, the French Association has set up a network
which covers almost the entire country, for collecting,
sorting and dispatching unused medicines, for recycling
spectacles, medical equipment and other basic necessi-
ties.
In 70 collection and sorting centres and five dispatch
centres, more than 2,000 volunteers, supervised by over
100 pharmacists, create a permanent chain of solidarity. 
Rigorous sorting and closely controlled distribution are
needed to ensure that this health service meets the
required health and quality standards. To prevent the cir-
culation of unusable or out-of-date medicines, sorting is
carried out on the basis of requests from local corre-
spondents and in compliance with the rules on expiry
imposed by States. 
Systematic inspections are carried out in the field. 

During the year 2000, the following dispatches 
were sent to 88 countries:

- 243 tonnes of unused medicines, including:
Antibiotics: 38 tonnes;
Analgesics: 35 tonnes;
Medicine for high blood pressure: 49 tonnes;
For skin care, wounds: 42 tonnes;
Respiratory devices, vitamins, miscellaneous: 79 tonnes.

- Medicines purchased 
(because not found among the unused medicines):
Anti-malarials: 2,000,000 days’ prevention;
Anti-worm treatment: 250,000 days of treatment;
Anti-amoeba treatment: 350,000 days of treatment;
Cholera epidemic in Madagascar: 
227,000 patients treated.

- Medical supplies: 450 tonnes.

Elsewhere in the world
Many of the Order’s bodies take part in this effort to col-
lect and sort medicines, equipment and essential sup-
plies, forming a vast solidarity network which is effective
and appreciated worldwide. 
The specialised bodies of the Order in Australia, Austria,
Belgium, Brazil (São Paolo and Southern Brazil), Costa
Rica, Portugal, Spain and the United States have been
among the most active in this work. Those of Colombia, 
El Salvador, the Philippines and Poland then dedicate
themselves to distributing these medicines and donations. 
The German Association donates and transports a great
amount of medical equipment and relief goods to the for-
mer communist countries in Eastern Europe.

COLLECTION OF MEDICINES 
AND MEDICAL SUPPLIES
__
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The quality of the care and the reliability of the services
provided by the organisations in the Order of Malta
depend to a large extent on the initial and ongoing train-
ing of its many volunteers and its permanent staff. 
The training most frequently provided by the National
Associations of the Order is mainly for first-aid workers
and ambulance staff, and for emergencies. These pro-
grammes are often open to staff from outside organisa-
tions or institutions with which the Order has partnerships.
In several countries, these programmes enable trainees to
obtain officially recognised diplomas or certificates. 

Case highlights of the year included: 
In Germany - Participation in Interschutz 2000 in Augs-
burg, the largest world-scale exhibition devoted to pro-
tection against fire; presentation of innovative, interac-
tive features for first-aid training. 

In Belgium - Training courses for volunteers, focussing
on techniques for providing care and assistance for the
sick and handicapped. 

In Spain - Training programme for volunteers working
with the elderly.

In Germany - More than 190,000 first aiders trained;
almost 10,000 trained in specialist first aid for paediatric
emergencies; 2,000 first aid trainers were trained or
received advanced training; 56,000 people were trained
in basic aid (as a condition for receiving a driving
licence); 12,500 assistant nurses received training or
advanced training.

In France - School for Ambulance Staff run by the
French Association: training of future ambulance staff,
emergency training for craftsmen and other support pro-
fessionals, cooperation missions abroad. 

Emergency Relief Training Centre: training in the use of
a semi-automatic defibrillator; training for paediatric
emergencies.

In Honduras - Programme to train volunteers in emer-
gency relief in the event of natural disasters. 

In Madagascar - Training programme for maternity hos-
pital staff, in collaboration with the French Association.

In Poland - Training programme in pre-medical first aid;
training for first-aid workers.

In the Czech Republic - Running of a third-level voca-
tional school for general nurses and paediatric nurses. 

12 / 13
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Assistance to the handicapped is included in the activ-
ity programmes of almost all of the Order’s Associations.
The aims here are to improve the quality of life of the
handicapped, so they can retain their independence,
and to facilitate their integration into society. 
Intervention can come in a material, moral or spiritual
form; it may have to do with treatment, everyday prob-
lems, professional life or recreational activities. 
Fund-raising, which is carried out chiefly in Germany,
France and the United States, makes it possible for
orthopaedic equipment and wheelchairs to be distrib-
uted in the most destitute areas. 

Programmes of home visits and recreational activities
are organised in many countries. In Germany, Poland,
the Czech Republic and elsewhere, special transport
services are arranged.
Ireland, Chile and other countries have set up training
workshops for the handicapped. 

The running of establishments for those with physical
or mental disabilities or with behavioural problems is
particularly well developed in France and in the countries
where the French Association has a presence and pro-
vides support.

In Rochefort-sur-Mer and Sallanches, the OHFOM
opened two centres for autistic young adults in 2000. 
In Greece, they collaborated on setting up the Zitsa
House, an educational and residential centre for autistic
people in the region of Epirus. They also continued to
help run centres for physically or mentally handicapped
children in Bulgaria, Ecuador, the Lebanon and Syria.

The International Camps for young handicapped peo-
ple, which take place in the summer and in a different
country every year, have become a traditional activity for
the Order’s National Associations, many of whom send
delegations. In recent years the camps have been held
in Switzerland (1994), Germany (1995), Poland
(1996), Austria (1997), Belgium (1998), Italy (1999)
and Ireland (2000).
To mark the Church’s Jubilee Year, an unprecedented
mobilisation of the Order’s organisations enabled hun-
dreds of handicapped people from the world over to
make a pilgrimage to Rome, something they could never
have managed from their own resources. 

The medical and hospitaller sector remains at the heart of the vocation of the Order of Malta. But its mission
of assistance is not confined to care for the sick and wounded – it also includes relief for the destitute. 
In contemporary society, destitution is reflected not just in economic precariousness – it often comes in
the forms of dependence, loneliness or rejection. 
Combating exclusion and fighting for the reintegration of people in difficulty is written into the programmes
of a great many of the Order’s organisations worldwide. 

ESTABLISHMENTS AND SERVICES 

FOR THE HANDICAPPED 
__
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Establishments and Assistance 
for Dependent Elderly People
In a society where the family unit takes less and less
responsibility for elderly people at home, and where
the lengthening of lifespan is leading to greater num-
bers of dependent elderly, visits to solitary people, at
home or in hospital, although always very important,
are no longer enough. 
This situation calls for different services, including the
running of homes for the elderly.
Most of the Associations of the Order expend consider-
able efforts in this area, through the devotion of their
members and volunteers. A vast range of services is pro-
vided: home visits, medical care, help with dressing,
household chores and getting about, while leisure activi-
ties and holidays are also organised. The British and
German Associations are especially active in this area. 
For a considerable time, the Order of Malta has been
working on two fronts: home help, and care in spe-
cialised establishments. 

Assistance in the Home and Palliative Care
Most people nearing the end of their lives would prefer
to die at home, in familiar surroundings. The Order’s spe-
cially trained volunteers bring these people precious
help in these situations, respecting their dignity and their
wishes. They also assist their families with advice and
comfort, relieving them of some of the material con-
straints imposed by the approaching death. 
The German Association has played, and continues to
play, a pioneering role in this type of volunteer training. 
In the past year, the Hospitaller of the Order confirmed
that one of the priorities for the National Associations
will be to develop palliative care and assistance in ge-
neral for the elderly - activities which will entail a drive to
recruit and train volunteers. 

ESTABLISHMENTS AND ASSISTANCE 

FOR DEPENDENT ELDERLY PEOPLE 
__
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Specialised Establishments
The countries in which the Order has the largest spe-
cialised establishments for the elderly are Germany,
Britain and the United States. 
Other establishments are founded every year – new ones
have been set up in Argentina, Austria, Belgium, Chile,
France and Spain.

In Britain - The Order of St John Care Trust was
founded in 1991. The Trust currently runs 35 residential
and treatment centres and seven old people’s homes for
the destitute. It has 1,485 employees, caring for the
well-being of 1,400 elderly residents. Its day-care cen-
tres cater for 1,500 people a week, and its volunteer
programmes provide assistance for several hundred eld-
erly people living in other establishments. 

In Germany - The German Association runs 12 hostels
for elderly people, a hospice, a palliative care section in a
specialised hospice and a centre for palliative medicine
in Bonn. Two new retirement homes were opened in
2000, one in Cottbus and the other in Wismar. 

In the United States - the Federal Association (Wash-
ington) sponsors and gives financial support to six
establishments for the elderly, two in Syracuse, New
York, one in Washington and three in New Orleans.

In France - in Nice, the French Association opened the
Villa Hélios St Jean, which specialises in caring for peo-
ple suffering from Alzheimer’s disease and other forms
of senile dementia. In 2000 there were 84 residents. 
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Destitution, precariousness and the risk of marginalisa-
tion appear particularly cruel and unacceptable when
they affect young people. All the bodies within the
Order are concerned with providing assistance to
young people in difficulty. 
The volunteer corps in the National Associations include
many young people, who are often in the best position to
understand the problems of their contemporaries and to
show solidarity with them. On their own, however, they
cannot tackle the most serious kinds of distress, so other
ad hoc projects, adapted to local conditions, are con-
ducted in most countries.
In Brazil (Brasilia and Sao Paolo), in Chile and Mex-
ico, programmes to help the young disadvantaged are
well established.

Ad hoc projects
In Germany - themed events have been, and continue
to be, organised for the benefit of adolescents in crisis
or in difficult situations, especially those from refugee or
immigrant families.

In Belgium - camps for children in trouble with the law. 

In Hungary - 50 abandoned children placed with host
families; 1,200 undernourished children looked after
every weekend.

In Poland - schooling for disadvantaged children;
Catholic Rehabilitation and Education Centre for children
and adolescents; Crisis Intervention Centre for young
people addicted to drugs or medicines.

In Canada - centre for socially maladjusted children
(Toronto). Refuge for pregnant adolescent girls and
young women (14-25 years) who have no other shelter
or place to turn to. 

ASSISTANCE FOR DISADVANTAGED YOUNG PEOPLE
__
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The fight against leprosy, the oldest known form of dis-
ease, has been one of the Order’s priorities since its foun-
dation. In ancient times, the word ‘leprosy’ also covered
unknown diseases which led people to be excluded from
society - as we know, lepers had to carry a bell or a rattle
to warn other people and give them time to move away.
In our modern societies, other so-called lepers appear,
who are also threatened with loneliness and exclusion:
clandestine immigrants, the homeless, those who are
addicted to alcohol or drugs or who are deprived of their
freedom – all are strongly represented among the most
vulnerable groups. 

Immigrants, migrants or displaced persons, 
and asylum-seekers
In Germany - Since 1989, the German Association has
provided services for immigrants, asylum-seekers and
refugees in 13 reception centres run by the local, federal
or State authorities. 450 delegates have assessed the
day-to-day needs of residents and given them individual
assistance and advice to help them adapt better to the
difficulties of daily life and integrate socially. 
In 2000 a special effort was made to prepare the refugees
from Kosovo who wished to return to their country. 

In Colombia - the Association helped, and continues to
help, to find solutions to the problems of displaced per-
sons: 800 arrive in Bogota every day.
Almost two million of these people find themselves with
no roots and no support.

In Spain - under a two-year agreement with the regional
authorities, up to this year the Valencia Delegation of the
Spanish Association ran a Residential Centre which
took in immigrants for up to three months. As well as
food and shelter, residents received direct help with
looking for a job and integrating socially. This project,
which was funded by the European Union, has been
most successful.

In the United States - Among the projects supported
by the American Association (New York) for the benefit
of immigrant workers in Florida, the St Anne Mission
takes pride of place. It has 500 families, mainly clandes-
tine immigrants of Mexican origin. 

In the Lebanon - With the participation of an Italian NGO,
the ICU, and the Order of the Antonine Fathers, the Order
of Malta conducted a programme to ‘support the return of
displaced persons’ which received part-financing from the
European Union. This project focussed on encouraging
the return of people who had been forced to leave the
region of Jezzine, in the south of the country.

ASSISTANCE FOR IMMIGRANTS, THE HOMELESS, 
DRUG ADDICTS AND THOSE DEPRIVED OF THEIR FREEDOM
__
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Help for the Homeless 
In Belgium - more than 120 volunteers are in charge of
running the two reception and treatment centres set up
by the Belgian Association for homeless and disadvan-
taged people, to enable them to recover their dignity. 
Showers, a hairdresser, infirmary, laundry, sewing work-
shops and cafeteria are among the services provided.
During the year, over 20,000 visitors found comfort here
and regained their confidence. 

In France - every Friday and Saturday night in winter, a
vehicle with four first-aid workers scours the streets of
Paris in search of homeless people. From 15 December
1999 to 15 January 2000, the ambulances of the French
Association took part in the ‘Good Samaritan’ operation,
set up to mark the new millennium. The Order’s volun-
teers gave direct support to the local authority’s first-aid
teams, searching the city to find and offer shelter to
homeless people. 

Le Fleuron (‘the Flagship’), a barge anchored in the
Seine in the very heart of Paris provides a hostel for
people described as having ‘no fixed abode’ accompa-
nied by their dogs - often their last defence against total
loneliness (see box).

Addicts
The German, Italian and Portuguese Associations are
among the most active in assisting drug addicts, particu-
larly in setting up rehabilitation centres. 

THE BARGE OF HOPE

Le Fleuron, the hostel-in-a-barge in the heart of Paris, on
the River Seine, was set up jointly by the Thirty Million
Friends Foundation (the Fondation ‘30 Millions d’Amis’)
and the Order’s French Association.

The year’s activities in figures: 
13,600 nights’ accommodation, with an average of four
dogs per night; 15,200 meals served; 120 volunteers in
relays, eight every night, to welcome people, provide serv-
ices and organise activities. The average age of the home-
less people given shelter on the barge was 36. 

Thanks to their having come on board, between 30% and
40% of the people taken into the hostel found new work,
5% began training, 10% remained unemployed. 40% were
asylum-seekers.

After their stay on Le Fleuron, 35% of people found a
degree of stability in new accommodation and were admit-
ted into Social Accommodation and Rehabilitation Centres. 
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Prisoners
In Portugal, the National Association gives social and moral
assistance to prisoners in the Caxiàs Prison in Lisbon.

In Chad, the Order maintains permanent medical services
in the prison in N’Djamena, which in 2000 provided care,
gave 5,698 consultations and helped to meet the huge
need for medicines for prisoners who could not them-
selves afford them. 
This presence, together with regular individual visits,
has had very positive results in creating respect for
prisoners’ rights.

20 / 21



E M E RG E NCY H U MAN ITAR IAN AI D

ECOM - The Emergency Corps of the Order of Malta 23

Natural disasters 24

Aid to the victims of armed conflicts and to refugees 26

Financing the activities of the Order 28



Brazil, Czech Republic, Hungary, Italy, Mexico, Poland and Spain.

Austria, Belgium, Britain, France, Germany, Ireland, the Netherlands and Switzerland.
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ECOM (Emergency Corps of the Order of Malta)
To make the Order more readily available in the event of
natural disasters several European Priories and National
Associations worked together to create ECOM - the
Emergency Corps of the Order of Malta. Eight National
Associations currently belong to ECOM and seven more
have observer status with the Corps.
ECOM’s primary mission is to bring immediate humani-
tarian relief to victims in the form of the need estab-
lished on the spot.
In the field and under certain circumstances, however, it
has sometimes proved useful to maintain this assistance
into the medium term and even the long term. This is the
case especially when what is at stake is ensuring the sur-
vival of refugees or displaced persons and preparing their
return home. It also applies to projects for the rehabilita-
tion of infrastructures, health systems and habitation.

ECOM’s interventions respect the international stan-
dards of quality established for humanitarian aid (for
example, the Sphere Project Code of Conduct). On sev-
eral occasions, intervention was carried out in close
cooperation with the office of the United Nations High
Commission for Refugees (UNHCR).

The German Association (Malteser Hilfsdienst), the Aus-
trian Grand Priory’s hospitaller organisation (Malteser
Hospitaldienst Austria) and the French Association’s
hospitaller organisation (Œuvres Hospitalières
Françaises de l’Ordre de Malte), which are founding
members of ECOM, are among the partner organisa-
tions of ECHO, the European Community Humanitarian
Office, an institution of the European Union for the sup-
ply of humanitarian aid.

ECOM - EMERGENCY CORPS OF THE ORDER OF MALTA
__

Humanitarian aid to those affected by natural disasters or armed conflicts has been one of the Order’s tradi-
tional tasks since the middle of the 19th century, and was also carried out during both world wars.
This type of aid grew considerably during the second half of the last century.
Neutrality, impartiality and the apolitical nature of the Order enable it to bring relief and assistance in situations
where many organisations would come up against difficulties of access.
In this process the Order’s diplomatic missions in the countries concerned provide essential support.

MEMBERS OF ECOM

NATIONAL ASSOCIATIONS BELONGING TO ECOM OR WITH OBSERVER STATUS:

OBSERVERS
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Either through ECOM or on the initiative of National
Associations, the Order of Malta has intervened several
times in recent years to bring emergency aid to the vic-
tims of natural disasters, whose effects on population
groups have been considerable.
Among the disasters which hit the headlines were the
earthquakes in Friuli, in Italy, at the end of the 1970s, in
Armenia (1989), in Italy (1997), in Colombia and Turkey
(1999), in El Salvador (2001) and in India (2001); the
accidental explosion in Mexico City (1997), Hurricanes
George and Mitch in the Caribbean and in Central Amer-
ica (1998), the flooding in Ukraine, Hungary, Romania
and Poland (1998) and in Mozambique (2000).

In Honduras: aid to the victims of Hurricane Mitch
Honduras was one of the three countries in Central
America to have been ravaged by Hurricane Mitch,
which passed over it at the end of October 1998. At the
start of November 1998, ECOM conducted an assess-
ment mission with the local authorities and with the sup-
port of the Honduran Association of the Order it was
decided to intervene in the region of Choluteca. 
Situated at the extreme south of the country, Choluteca,
a city of 100,000 inhabitants, was particularly badly hit
by the cyclone and flooding.
Initially, the French organisation OHFOM (Œuvres
Hospitalières Françaises de l’Ordre de Malte) organ-
ised the sending of more than 60 tonnes of medi-
cines, provisions, nutritional products, medical sup-
plies and clothing.
Aid workers from the German Association, the Malteser
Hilfsdienst (MHD), were already on the spot shortly after
the disaster and distributed provisions, household arti-
cles and toiletries, mattresses and other emergency sup-
plies to the needy. In Choluteca, from December 1998 a
nine-member French medical mission had been caring
for around 2,000 people who had become homeless.

The regional coordinator of rescue measures transferred
to OHFOM the task of setting up and running a paedi-
atric centre to treat the thousands of children living in
extremely precarious conditions, often suffering from
dehydration, ophthalmic infections and serious food poi-
soning (from contaminated water etc.).
The mission also launched daily medical rounds for
children and adults living in the surrounding villages and
in the makeshift camps, where the teams were also able
to distribute provisions supplied by Caritas Honduras
and the WFP (World Food Programme).
The French Association concluded its mission at the end of
February 1999, and was followed by a medical team from
the Order’s German Association. Funded by the Euro-
pean Union and launched with the cooperation of the
Honduran Ministry of Health, the project aimed to improve
healthcare generally in the region. It included elementary
and advanced training programmes for auxiliary nurses.
Another main focus of the work of the German Associa-
tion in 2000 was the provision of homes for people in
distant areas of the country who, two years after the dev-
astating hurricane Mitch, were still forced to live in
makeshift shelters.

In cooperation with the authorities and municipal bodies,
the MHD provided direct support for 60 families by pro-
viding them with the equipment to rebuild their homes,
working together with their neighbours.
As part of the support for the educational sector in Hon-
duras, support was also provided for the ‘Instituto Hon-
dureno de Educación por Radio’, a Honduran institution
independent of the state, which provides instructions for
its pupils - young people and adults - in various subjects
throughout the country via radio. Among the MHD’s
actions were the purchase of machinery and the con-
struction of another classroom.

NATURAL DISASTERS
__
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have access to clean drinking water. The programme
involved providing emergency supplies of food prod-
ucts, medicines and medical supplies. 

Regional Offices in Africa and Asia
With regard to the rapid deployment of the intervention
missions and their effective logistical support from start-
up, two permanent Regional Offices were set up in the
most sensitive parts of the world.
The office in Africa is based in Nairobi and the Asian
one in Bangkok. Both are run by the Order’s German
Association (MHD).

Mozambique: relief for those affected by flooding
Following the call for international aid sent out by the
government of Mozambique in February 2000, a team of
ECOM volunteers went to Maputo, the capital, to assess
the possibilities for assisting the groups left destitute by
Hurricanes Connie, Eline and Gloria. From the middle of
March an ECOM team (with members from Belgium,
France and Germany) was in the Chiputo region, which
had been completely cut off by the flooding of the River
Limpopo, to take charge of the medical side of running
three camps sheltering groups affected by the flood-
ing. Here, with financial support from the German for-
eign ministry and the European Community Humanitar-
ian Office, the Order of Malta provided emergency
medical aid to over 20,000 victims of the floods, in par-
ticular in the treatment of patients suffering from malaria
and diarrhoea and in the treatment of undernourished
children. Within the scope of the medical rescue serv-
ices 5,000 refugees were provided with pre- and post-
natal care and vaccinations.

Ethiopia: international solidarity 
and the fight against famine
In April 2000, the famine in the Horn of Africa, especially
in Ethiopia, reached catastrophic proportions. In addition
to the scarcity of food, there was dire need for basic
medicines for those suffering from malnutrition and
exhaustion caused by lack of nourishment, most of
whom were children.
The parched region of Mandura in the north-west of
Ethiopia, less publicised in the media than Somalia or
Ogaden, but with an enormous need of emergency
health care, has been designated a priority intervention
area. Thanks to a project carried out by the MHD the
30,000 inhabitants of the Mandura community again
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During the two world wars, humanitarian aid was pro-
vided for the victims of armed conflict and, in particular, to
refugees. Then, during the second half of the last century,
among the main projects of this type were: assistance to
refugees during the Hungarian crisis in 1956; founding
and running a hospital during the Vietnam war; aid to
refugees in Thailand; medical aid during the civil wars in
the Lebanon and El Salvador; assistance to refugees in
the Great Lakes region and a number of large-scale oper-
ations during and after the crisis in the Balkans.
In March 1999, a few days before the NATO air raids, an
ECOM evaluation mission studied the possibilities for
support action in Albania and Macedonia, the countries
to which most of the Kosovars of Albanian origin were
fleeing. Conditions in the areas bordering on Kosovo
were disastrous, and the most urgent needs were for
good sanitary conditions, drinking water, medical care,
food and shelter. In cooperation with the UNHCR and
the German foreign ministry ECOM’s first relief pro-
gramme therefore centred on aid to the refugees and
the socially vulnerable population in both countries.

In Macedonia
Aid to refugees was also accompanied by aid to the
socially vulnerable population of Macedonia, to reduce the
tensions between the refugees and the population in need.
In Albania, assistance to the Albanian government was

considered a priority owing to the combination of internal
tensions within the country and the lack of an adequate
infrastructure to cope with the huge influx of refugees.
ECOM’s teams were active mainly in the camps in Dur-
res and Shkodra.
OHFOM provided medical care in the Spitale / Durres
camp, which took in some 5,000 refugees. The Associa-
tion set up a paediatric, a general medical and an inten-
sive care unit, as well as an out-patients unit.
Its team, consisting of two doctors, a nurse and three
logistical staff, gave almost 100 daily consultations.
The camp at Shkodra was set up and run by the Order’s
German Association, which took charge of installing
infrastructure (roads, electricity, etc.) and tents and sup-
plying drinking water, provisions and medicines. 
Two drinking water processing facilities provided the
camp with fresh water until the appropriate wells were
drilled. The German Malteser Hilfsdienst team of four
nurses and a doctor ensured the medical care of people
in need. In all 82 aid workers were involved in the opera-
tion, 68 of them unpaid.
The Austrian Malteser Hospitaldienst Austria provided
aid to the refugees in the Austria camp, which was also
situated at the Shkodra site.

AID TO VICTIMS OF CONFLICT AND TO REFUGEES
__
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In Kosovo
Aid for reconstruction was started in Kosovo immedi-
ately after the ending of the war. It was concentrated on
strengthening local business and the local economy.
In cooperation with the office of the United Nations High
Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), a long-term pro-
gramme entitled ‘Women’s initiatives in Kosovo’ was
launched to encourage projects by women for women,
as part of the rehabilitation of the country. In 2000 alone,
the Order of Malta supported a total of almost 100 proj-
ects such as literacy and computer courses as well as
training courses in crafts. In this way the women improve
their chances on the labour market and obtain the possi-
bility of acquiring an income of their own.
With ECOM’s assistance, over 200 carpenters’ work-
shops were opened up again so carpenters could help
their compatriots rebuild their houses. The Order of
Malta equipped workshops in the area around Prizren
and Mitrovica with machines, generators, spare parts
and building materials. In return for this the craftsmen
produced around 5,200 doors and 8,700 windows,
which were given to 3,500 families for the repair of their
homes. In addition, 800 prefabricated housing units
were built and distributed to people returning home.

From July to October 1999, under the hospital at
Vucitrn (situated between Pristina and Mitrovica), a
team of nine people sent by the OHFOM carried out a
medical mission focussed mainly on general medicine,
gynaecology and casualties.
When the refugees returned to Kosovo, other projects
were launched by ECOM to help them resume living in
relatively normal conditions.
The cooperation between the American, Austrian,
Dutch, French and German volunteers who worked
together directing operations in the Kosovo crisis was
extremely effective.
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While in Italy and Austria the Grand Priories have
recovered their property, thereby helping to finance the
Order’s administrative expenses, in all other countries
the Priories, National Associations and Foundations of the
Order fund their medical, hospitaller and humanitarian
activities from the subscriptions and donations they
receive from their members, from gifts and legacies and
from fundraising campaigns directed at thousands of
regular donors. 
In Europe, however, many socio-medical care centres
and hospitaller establishments of the Order receive
major funding from the national health and social secu-
rity systems, together with donations from members or
persons outside the Order and subsidies from govern-
ments and large foundations. 
The financing of activities in the developing countries is
from a variety of sources. In general it comes from the
Priories and National Associations; but for large-scale
projects, or those which call for a sustained effort over
time, the National Associations concerned seek contri-
butions from the European Union, the specialised agen-
cies of the United Nations or national governments, or
donations from international foundations. 

The same financing systems are employed for emer-
gency humanitarian aid operations, where donations
requested for a specific cause or project are absolutely
vital. This is particularly true in Germany and France, where
the Order can mobilise hundreds of thousands of donors. 
The diversification of funding sources makes it possible
to deal with situations that are very different in terms of
emergency and scale, while remaining completely politi-
cally independent of governments and public donors. 
Part-financing by public authorities, international institu-
tions or the major foundations calls for strict conditions on
the allocation of funds, with clearly defined medium- and
long-term objectives, whilst donations from members of
the Order and from individuals allow for greater flexibility in
reacting swiftly and effectively to new or different needs. 
The accounts of all of the Order’s Associations and
organisations, and all its hospitaller establishments,
are subjected to regular audits by external account-
ants, in conformity with the practice and legislation in
force in each country. In addition to these local inspec-
tions, all these bodies are also subject to the overall
control of the Board of Auditors of the Order of Malta,
whose headquarters is in the Grand Magistry in Rome.

FINANCING THE ACTIVITIES OF THE ORDER
__
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The origins of the Sovereign, Military and Hospitaller
Order of St John of Jerusalem, of Rhodes and of
Malta - better known as the Order of Malta - go back to
the eleventh century.
When the crusaders arrived in Jerusalem in AD 1099,
the Hospitallers were administering the Hospital of St
John the Baptist, which had been built around 1048 to
care for pilgrims coming to the Holy Land and for the
indigenous Christian, Jewish and Muslim population.
Made a religious Order by a bull issued by Pope Pascal
II in 1113, the Order had to defend the Christian sick
and Christian territory. Today, its mission is an exclu-
sively humanitarian one, as its military role ended
with the loss of its territory in 1798.

Two characteristics distinguish the Order from other
charitable and humanitarian organisations: 

- the Order has a permanent presence in most countries in
the world, both developed and developing. This presence
has been built up over nine centuries of colourful history,
in which it took part in the great exchanges between
Europe and the Mediterranean basin and the rest of the
world, gradually extending its scope to cover most of the
geographical areas in which its charitable mission could
usefully be conducted. 

- the Order’s mission is not confined to any particular
forms of distress in the spheres of health or humanitarian
aid. Following its historic principle of service to the sick
and needy, the Order has always been responsive to the
major relief needs in every era. 

Because of its centuries-old experience and its mem-
bers’ active involvement in the major trends in society,
the Order has been able to adapt its resources and
methods rapidly, keeping constantly up to date, to be in
a position to tackle the new and ever-growing needs for
medical aid, emergency relief and humanitarian works. 

Today the Order is a major global, professional
organisation in terms of the humanitarian aid, med-
ical care and emergency medicine it provides, in its
management of hospitals, specialised homes for
dependent elderly people, socio-medical care cen-
tres, the collection and transporting of medicines
and the training of workers and ambulance staff. 

UNIQUE ROLE OF THE ORDER OF MALTA
__
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Although the Order of Malta is first and foremost a
secular religious Order with a mission to defend the
Faith and serve the sick and the poor, it is also subject
to international law, maintaining diplomatic relations
with over 90 countries and with permanent missions to
the United Nations in New York, Geneva, Paris and
Vienna, as well as to the European Commission and
other international organisations.
In humanitarian activity, the Sovereign Order has the
advantage of having its own diplomatic corps. The role
of the Order’s ambassadors is a special one, as they
must combine traditional diplomacy and negotiation
skills with the ability to develop humanitarian activities.
Ambassadors for the Order are frequently recruited from
the ranks of professional diplomats who are leaving
active service but wish to offer further years of service in
a voluntary capacity. Ambassadors are appointed by the
Grand Master and assume their responsibilities as soon
as their credentials are presented to the Head of State
of the country to which they are to be accredited.
Ambassadors’ missions are strictly humanitarian.
However, in countries without a National Associa-
tion, the ambassador is also responsible for coordi-
nating hospitaller activities. In such cases, in addition
to his diplomatic brief, the ambassador works with
other National Associations active in the country of the
diplomatic mission.

As well as the network of bilateral relations with sover-
eign states, in 1987 the Order was officially accredited
by the European Commission, and its representative to
the EC has the rank of ambassador. The Order has
observer status at the United Nations and has estab-
lished permanent missions in New York, Geneva, Vienna,
Rome and Paris.
The development of its relations with international
organisations, an acknowledgement of the Order’s
position and role in the world, enables it to strengthen
its special contribution to reflection and action in the
humanitarian arena and to work in the defence of the
dignity of the human being.

In Geneva, Ambassador Pierre-Yves Simonin (former
Swiss Ambassador to Israel, Belgium and NATO) works
in an environment which includes the main United
Nations agencies concerned with human rights and
international humanitarian law, in particular the Interna-
tional Committee of the Red Cross and the United
Nations High Commission for Refugees.

In Vienna, Ambassador Helmut Liedermann (former
Austrian Ambassador to Belgrade and Moscow) actively
participated in the campaign that culminated in the pro-
hibition of the use of antipersonnel mines.

DIPLOMACY AT THE SERVICE OF HUMANITARIAN AID
__



In Brussels, seat of the European Commission, Ambas-
sador Philippe de Schoutheete (former Belgian Ambas-
sador to Madrid and former Belgian Permanent Repre-
sentative to the European Union) is accredited to the
European Commission, which is the world’s principal
humanitarian aid donor. He monitors the programmes
and services offered by EuropeAide and the European
Community Humanitarian Office (ECHO). ECHO has
maintained particularly active partnership relations with
the Order, most notably during the Balkan crisis.
A most important and discreet task falls to the diplo-
mats of the Order when they are asked to participate
in efforts to prevent conflicts or civil wars or to medi-
ate or intervene. In the case of hostage-taking, for
example, or in other serious crises, such as the events in
Cambodia and the Lebanon, the Order’s representatives
were in a position to act successfully.

The Order has also acted to protect humanitarian relief
workers in areas of conflict and natural disasters, as it has
done, and does, for those working in leprosy programmes.
Count Carlo Marullo di Condojanni, Grand Chancellor of
the Order (Minister for Foreign Affairs), expressed the
Order’s position on the occasion of the 50th anniversary
of the United Nations: 
“…the Order is politically neutral and transcends the
nation state. It is therefore qualified, capable and
willing to conduct peace-making, mediation and
cooperative activities, in cooperation with the United
Nations, respecting the principle of mutual dialogue
and understanding between peoples.”

THE SOVEREIGN MILITARY HOSPITALLER ORDER OF ST JOHN OF JERUSALEM, OF RHODES AND OF MALTA 
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THE ORDER HAS PERMANENT MISSIONS TO THE FOLLOWING INTER-GOVERNMENTAL AND INTERNATIONAL ORGANISATIONS

The Order has diplomatic missions at ambassador level with over 90 countries, 

as well as delegations to governments of other countries and permanent missions 

to the main inter-governmental and international organisations.

THE ORDER’S DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS WORLDWIDE
__

Belgium France Germany
Luxembourg Principality of Monaco Switzerland

THE ORDER IS ACCREDITED BY DELEGATIONS TO THE FOLLOWING COUNTRIES

STATES WITH WHICH THE ORDER HAS DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS

EUROPE Albania, Austria, Belarus, Bosnia-Herzegovina,
Bulgaria, Croatia, Czech Republic, Holy See, Hungary, Italy,
Latvia, Liechtenstein, Lithuania, Macedonia, Malta, Moldavia,
Poland, Portugal, Romania, Russian Federation*, San Marino,
Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain, Yugoslavia. 

THE AMERICAS Argentina, Belize, Bolivia, Brazil, Chile,
Colombia, Costa Rica, Cuba, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, 
El Salvador, Guatemala, Guyana, Haiti, Honduras, Nicaragua,
Panama, Paraguay, Peru, Saint Lucia, Saint Vincent-
Grenadines, Suriname, Uruguay, Venezuela. 

ASIA Afghanistan, Armenia, Cambodia, Georgia,
Kazakhstan, Lebanon, Philippines, Tajikistan, Thailand.

AFRICA Benin, Burkina Faso, Cameroon, Cap Verde, 
Central African Republic, Chad, Comoros, Democratic
Republic of Congo, Egypt, Equatorial Guinea, Eritrea,
Ethiopia, Gabon, Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, Ivory Coast, 
Liberia, Madagascar, Mali, Mauritania, Mauritius, Morocco,
Mozambique, Niger, Republic of Congo, Sao Tomé and
Principe, Senegal, Seychelles, Somalia, Sudan, Togo.

OCEANIA Micronesia.

* Relations with the Russian Federation are maintained through a diplomatic special mission.

United Nations - New York, Geneva, Vienna

European Commission - Brussels

FAO - United Nations Food and Agricultural Organization - Rome

UNHCR - United Nations High Commission for Refugees - Geneva

ICRC - International Committee of the Red Cross - Geneva 

WHO - World Health Organization - Geneva

UNESCO - Paris

Council of Europe - Strasbourg

International Committee for Migration - Geneva

International Committee of Military Medicine and Pharmacology - Brussels

Organization of Central American States - Washington

UNIDROIT - International Institute for the Unification of Private Law - Rome
—
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Official Representation of the Order of Malta
to the European Commission 

The Order of Malta has been officially accredited to the
European Commission since 1987, with its Official Repre-
sentative listed in the accredited diplomatic corps at
ambassador level. The present incumbent is Ambas-
sador Philippe de Schoutheete de Tervarent, former
Belgian Ambassador to Spain and to the European Union. 
The Representation has an administrative unit under the
auspices of the Belgian Association of the Order of Malta.
Its role is to maintain contact at all levels with the Euro-
pean Commission and its various departments, and to
keep the Government of the Order and its national bod-
ies informed of developments in policy on humanitarian
and development aid. 
The departments with which the Official Representative
has most frequent contact are ECHO (the European
Community Humanitarian Office, which is the leading
humanitarian aid donor in the world and deals especially
with crisis situations brought about by natural disasters),
the Development Directorate-General, which is respon-
sible for third world aid, the External Relations Direc-
torate-General (especially where projects in Eastern
Europe and the PHARE and TACIS programmes are
concerned), and the new organisation, EuropeAid.

In this context, the Official Representative of the Order
of Malta takes part in the annual meeting of ECHO’s
partners. In March 1999 the Order of Malta, through
three of its branches (Œuvres Hospitalières
Françaises de l’Ordre de Malte, Malteser Hilfsdienst
/Germany and Malteser Hilfsdienst /Austria), signed
a framework partnership contract with ECHO.
These activities are carried out with full respect for the
principles of international humanitarian law, in particular
non-discrimination between the beneficiaries of aid on
grounds of race, ethnicity, religion, gender, age, national-
ity or opinion, neither guided by nor subordinated to
political considerations. 

THE ORDER’S PRESENCE IN BRUSSELS
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The ‘Champion of Peace’ prize awarded to the Associations of the Order in the United States
In a ceremony organised in the context of the General Assembly of the United Nations, the Order’s three Associ-
ations in the United States jointly received the Champion of Peace prize from Archbishop Renato R. Martino,
Apostolic Nuncio and Permanent Observer of the Holy See at the United Nations, and President of the Path to
Peace Foundation.
The American Association (New York), the Federal Association (Washington) and the Western Association of the
United States were awarded this distinction in recognition of their humanitarian work in the United States and
throughout the world, especially in Latin America, Asia and the Middle East. 
The aims of the Foundation are to spread the messages of the Holy Father, the Holy See and Catholic organisa-
tions on justice, charity and peace; to study the social teachings of the Church and to promote cultural events;
and to conduct charitable and humanitarian projects on basic human rights. 

NEW YORK, HEADQUARTERS OF THE UNITED NATIONS, 19 DECEMBER 2000

Extracts from the statement by Ambassador Frà José
Antonio Linati-Bosch, Observer at the United
Nations, delivered to the United Nations General
Assembly Committee on Peace-keeping Operations
on 15 February 2000: 

“The Order of Malta, with 900 years of uninterrupted
activity and thus being probably the oldest of the interna-
tional humanitarian organisations, is now closely associ-
ated with United Nations peace-keeping operations. 
“In 1991, the Order offered its services to the United
Nations for the first time, making available to it a medical
assistance team at the United Nations Observer Mission
in Central America. 
“During subsequent peace-keeping operations, at the
request of the office of the High Commission for Refugees
(UNHCR), the Order opened in Rwanda several camps, a
field hospital equipped with surgical and paediatric depart-
ments and a maternity unit. 
“Also in cooperation with the office of the UNHCR, aid was
brought to refugees and a nutritional centre for children
was set up in the Democratic Republic of Congo in 1999. 

“The Order also intervened in Uganda, bringing relief to
Sudanese refugees in the Aruja district. 
“Since 1996, a German MHD medical team has worked
side by side with the United Nations Iraq-Kuwait
Observer Mission. 
“At the request of the German Government, the Order
recently set up a rapid deployment medical unit. 
This team, which is in a permanent state of alert, can
be mobilised in under forty-eight hours to take part
in any new, urgent peace-keeping mission. This spe-
cialised medical unit is to be reinforced to enable it to
participate immediately in other peace-keeping missions
under agreements similar to those signed with the Ger-
man Ministry of Foreign Affairs. 
“The Order of Malta, which declared its neutrality at the
start of the eighteenth century and has scrupulously
respected it since, enjoys a well-earned reputation for
impartiality and independence. It stands ready to con-
tribute to future peace-keeping operations on the
basis of the needs and requests expressed by the
United Nations.”

THE ORDER AND 

PEACE-KEEPING OPERATIONS

Official Representation of the Order of Malta 
to the United Nations in New York
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“During the same period, the Order’s Austrian Grand Pri-
ory, in cooperation with the International Committee of
the Red Cross (ICRC), was running a camp sheltering
3,000 refugees. Thanks to the military personnel sec-
onded to the operational structure by the Austrian gov-
ernment, the security of refugees and humanitarian per-
sonnel was assured at all times. The soldiers also
provided the transport that was vital in building the camp. 
“It is essential to find solutions to ensure that, even in
an atmosphere of extreme violence, the dual nature
of the refugee camps – civil and humanitarian – is
preserved. In this spirit we share fully the opinion
expressed by the High Commissioner: ‘soldiers may
lend their support but must not be a substitute for
organisations bearing a humanitarian mandate’. 
“For many years the Order has been working in the field
in partnership with the UNHCR. The Great Lakes region,
Uganda, Sudan, Rwanda, the Democratic Republic of
Congo and the Balkans have recently been scenes of
their joint intervention. 
The High Commission can rely completely on the sup-
port of the Order of Malta for future intervention, in
cooperation with its own departments, anywhere this
may prove necessary.”

THE ORDER AND AID TO REFUGEES

Permanent Observation Mission of the Order of Malta at the Office 
of the United Nations and other international organisations in Geneva

Extracts from the statement delivered by Ambassador
Pierre-Yves Simonin, Permanent Delegate and
Madame Marie-Therese Pictet-Althann, Permanent
Assistant Observer, to the Executive Committee of the
office of the High Commission for Refugees (UNHCR)
on 6 October 1999:

“The tragic events in Kosovo and East Timor have once
again highlighted the complexity of security problems in
areas peopled by refugees and returnees. 
“Despite the legal provisions on this subject and
increased concerted efforts by the international commu-
nity, respect for and protection of refugees and humani-
tarian personnel are often ignored in situations of armed
conflict and their lives are often in danger. 
“Thanks to its frequent presence in dangerous areas, in
the past and still today, the Order of Malta is particularly
well informed on security implications. 
“It has experience of intervention in dangerous regions
both with and without military back-up. Recent examples
in Albania illustrate the differences in operating condi-
tions in each of these scenarios. 
“In the first case, at the request of the UNHCR, ECOM
(the Emergency Corps of the Order of Malta) was in
charge of a camp in the region of Shkodra, without mili-
tary protection. While staff were working to repatriate
refugees in Kosovo, criminal armed bands thoroughly
looted the camp, taking everything from tents to the last
piece of electrical wire. 
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Extracts from the statement by Ambassador Helmut
Liedermann, Permanent Observer, to participants in the
Tenth United Nations Congress on Crime Prevention
and the Treatment of Delinquents, 12 April 2000:

“The Order of Malta fully endorses the objectives of the
United Nations in relation to the reduction of criminality,
a more successful application of the law, a more effec-
tive administration of justice and greater respect for
human rights and freedoms.
“It supports the application of the United Nations Char-
ter in these matters.
“The Order stresses the need to reinstate the values of
morality and respect for the law in public opinion. If our
society does not have even a basic regard for what is
right and what is not, it will be incapable of protecting
itself against organised crime in the future. 
“The Order condemns all forms of organised crime,
which violate basic moral values such as dignity and the
inalienable rights of individuals. The Order takes a par-
ticularly strong stand against forced immigration,
which is generally caused by inhuman living condi-
tions and extreme poverty.” 

Organised by the Permanent Mission of the Order in
Geneva, and placed under the patronage of the Director-
General of the United Nations Office in Geneva,
Mr Vladimir Petrosvky, and the Grand Chancellor of the
Order, this exhibition was held in the Palais des Nations
and was inaugurated when the Human Rights Commission
was holding its meetings there. 
The exhibition presented to international circles as well as
to the general public a completely up-to-date image of the
Order, both in its traditions and in its modernity. 
Acknowledging the success and the impact of the exhibi-
tion, the Director-General of the United Nations underlined
“the active participation by the Order in collective efforts to
improve the lot of humanity and to promote peace, stability
and well-being”, observing that “the principles that have
constantly guided the Order since the eleventh century are
in perfect harmony with the fundamental values and objec-
tives enshrined in the United Nations Charter”. 

“THE ORDER OF MALTA: 900 YEARS IN THE SERVICE OF OTHERS”
Exhibition at the Palais des Nations, Geneva, April 2000

THE ORDER 
AND CRIME PREVENTION

Permanent mission of the Order of Malta 
at the United Nations Office in Vienna 



Governance of the Sovereign Order of Malta is similar
to the structures for state governments. However, it also
includes specific features associated with its nature as
both a lay and religious order, as well as particular termi-
nology evolved from nine centuries of history.
The Order’s system of governance is divided into three
powers: legislative power, which resides with the Chap-
ter General, the representative body for the knights, and
the Grand Master with the Sovereign Council; executive
power, which also resides with the Sovereign Council;
and judicial power, which is in the hands of the Courts of
the Order. The Grand Master is the Order’s Supreme
Leader and is elected for life by the full Council of State.
Members of the Chapter General and the full Council of
State are drawn from representatives of the Grand Prior-
ies, the Sub-Priories, the National Associations and the
Order’s bodies established around the world.
The Grand Master governs the Order, assisted by the
Sovereign Council, which he chairs. It is made up of the
four High Offices, of Grand Commander, the religious
superior of the Order’s religious members, who stands

in for the Grand Master in his absence; Grand Chancel-
lor (Minister for Foreign Affairs and Minister of the Inte-
rior); Grand Hospitaller (Minister for Health and Social
Affairs, Humanitarian Action and International Coopera-
tion); Receiver of the Common Treasure (Minister for
Finance and Budget), together with six other members,
all elected by the Chapter General from among the Pro-
fessed Knights or Knights in Obedience.
The Constitutional Charter and Code governs the life
and activities of the Order. 
The Chapter General of 1999 instituted an Advisory
Board to the Order’s government - the Government Coun-
cil. The Board of Auditors is responsible for economic and
financial control. Every five years, the members of these
two bodies are elected by the Chapter General.
The Order’s Courts are Courts of First Instance and of
Appeal, with the President, Judges, Judicial Auditors and
Auxiliaries appointed by the Grand Master, with voting
rights for the Chapter General. Legal questions of
extraordinary importance are submitted for advice to a
technical body, the Juridical Advisory Council.

THE SOVEREIGN MILITARY HOSPITALLER ORDER OF ST JOHN OF JERUSALEM, OF RHODES AND OF MALTA 

GOVERNMENT

COMPOSITION AND OPERATION



GOVERNMENT OF THE SOVEREIGN MILITARY HOSPITALLER ORDER 
OF SAINT JOHN OF JERUSALEM, OF RHODES AND OF MALTA

Grand Commander
The Venerable Bailiff Fra’ Ludwig Hoffmann von Rumerstein

Grand Chancellor
H.E.Ambassador Count Don Carlo Marullo di Condojanni, 
Prince of Casalnuovo (to 31.12.2001)

Count Jacques de Liedekerke (from 01.01.2002)

Grand Hospitaller
Bailiff Albrecht Freiherr von Boeselager

Receiver of the Common Treasure
Marchese Gian Luca Chiavari

The Venerable Bailiff Fra’ Carl E. Paar
Fra’ Carlo Arditi di Castelvetere
Fra’ John A. McPherson

Fra’ Giacomo Dalla Torre del Tempio di Sanguinetto
Grand Cross Richard J. Dunn
Grand Cross Jean-Pierre Mazery

Ambassador Comm. Fra’ José Antonio Linati-Bosch
Fra’ Elie de Comminges
Winfried Graf Henckel von Donnersmarck
Count Jacques de Liedekerke
Ambassador M. Thomas Francis Carney, Jr
Dr. Antonio Carlos da Silva Coelho

President  Count Francesco Lechi

Councillors
Franz Graf von Harnoncourt-Unverzagt
Count de Beaumont-Beynac
Baron Ernst von Freyberg-Eisenberg
Mr. Charles J. Wolf,Jr

Alternate Councillors
Baron Carlo Eyrl di Waldgries e Liebenaich
Baron Zweder van Hövell tot Westerflier

President  Mr. Jean-Pierre Mazery

Members
Count Janós Zichy (†)
Winfried Graf Henckel von Donnersmarck
Franz Graf von Harnoncourt-Unverzagt
Fra’ Giacomo Dalla Torre del Tempio di Sanguinetto
Dr. Emilio Rosa
Mr. Robert Wormington

Prince and Grand Master His Most Eminent Highness Fra’ Andrew Bertie

SOVEREIGN COUNCIL OF GOVERNMENT BOARD OF AUDITORS

President Prof. Av. Andrea Comba
Vice-President Dr. Alberto Virgilio
Secretary General Count Neri Capponi

Members
Prof. Av. Giocomo Gazzara
Prof. Damiano Nocilla
Prof. Av. Leonardo Perrone
Prof. Av. Arturo Maresca

COMMUNICATIONS BOARD JURIDICAL COUNCIL

MAGISTRAL COURT OF FIRST INSTANCE

President
Prof. Av. Paolo Papanti Pelletier de Berminy

Judges
Prof. Av. Arturo Maresca
Prof. Av. Giovanni Giacobbe
Prof. Av. Gianpiero Milano

Chancellor of the Magistral Courts
Colonel Alessandro Bianchi

MAGISTRAL COURT OF APPEAL 

President
Prof. Av. Cesare Maria Moschetti

Judges
Prof. Av. Giancarlo Perone
Prof. Av. Mattia Persiani
Prof. Av. Leonardo Perrone

JUDICIAL STRUCTURE

HIGH OFFICES

MEMBERS

SOVEREIGN COUNCIL
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1048: JERUSALEM
The birth of the Hospitallers of St. John of Jerusalem as a
monastic community dates back to around 1048, from
which time the knights of the Order cared for pilgrims,
the sick and the needy.
Founded by the Blessed Gerard, and by virtue of the
Papal Bull of 1133 issued by Pope Paschal II, the hospi-
tal of St. John was placed under the aegis of the Church
and granted exemptions.
With the responsibilities of military defence of the sick
and the Christian territories, the Order evolved into both
a religious and military chivalric Order.

1310: RHODES
In 1291, with the fall of St. John of Acre, the last bastion
of Christianity in the Holy Land, the Order was forced to
leave the island, and settled in Cyprus.
It acquired territorial sovereignty on taking possession of
the island of Rhodes in 1310. To defend the Christian
world, the Order assembled a powerful military fleet,
patrolling the eastern seas and engaging in several cele-
brated battles.
Governed by a Grand Master as Sovereign Prince 
of Rhodes, together with a Sovereign Council, it came to
mint its own currency and established diplomatic rela-
tions with other States.
The Order’s knights were victorious over numerous
Ottoman attacks, until, overrun by Sultan Suliman the
Magnificent with his powerful fleet and large army, they
were forced to surrender on January 1st, 1523, and, with
the Sultan’s recognition of their bravery, left the island
with full military honours.

1530: MALTA
The next seven years saw the Order without territory,
but retaining its sovereignty, a situation which pre-
vailed until Emperor Charles V granted the knights the
islands of Malta, Gozo and Comino, and the city of
Tripoli, as a sovereign fiefdom. On October 26, 1530,
the Order took possession of Malta, with the approval
of Pope Clement VII.

During the Great Siege, May to September 1565,
the knights routed the Ottomans under the leadership of
Grand Master Fra’ Jean de la Vallette (who gave his name
to the capital of Malta). The fleet of the Order of St. John (or
of Malta, as they are now known) was one of the mightiest
in the Mediterranean and played its part in the final destruc-
tion of the Ottomans at the battle of Lepanto in 1571.

1798: EXILE
In 1798, Napolean Bonaparte occupied Malta en route
to his campaign in Egypt. He met with no resistance
from the knights, as their Regulations forbad them to
fight other Christians, and thus the Order was forced
to leave the island. 
By 1801, Malta was occupied by the English, and,
despite the recognition of the Order of Malta’s rights of
sovereignty as enshrined in the Treaty of Amiens (1802),
it was unable to retake possession of the island.

1834: ROME
Having temporarily resided in Messina, Catania and then
Ferrara, the Order settled in Rome in 1834, in properties
with extraterritoriality status: the Grand Magistry in
via Condotti and the Villa Malta on the Aventine Hill.
From this time, the Order’s original mission of service
to the poor and the sick again became its main activity.
The Order carried out hospitaller and charitable activi-
ties during World War I, and again during World War II. 
These activities were further developed and intensified
under the stewardship of Grand Master Fra’ Angelo de
Mojana (1962-1988) and continue today under his suc-
cessor, the 78th Grand Master, Fra’ Andrew Bertie.

XXIth CENTURY
Spanning a history of almost nine centuries, the Sovereign
Order of Malta can proudly claim to be the sole successor
of the Hospitaller Order of St. John of Jerusalem, recog-
nised by the Catholic Church in 1113. The Order has the
unique characteristic of being both a religious and a
chivalric Order of the Catholic Church. It is the sole
organisation with an uninterrupted sovereignty to have
professed knights, the direct successors of its founders.
The Grand Master is chosen from their ranks, as are most
of the members of the Sovereign Council. 

KEY DATES IN THE ORDER’S HISTORY
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ADDRESSES OF THE GRAND PRIORIES, 
SUB-PRIORIES AND NATIONAL ASSOCIATIONS

ALBANIA

FONDATION DE BIENFAISANCE 
DE L’ORDRE EN ALBANIE
Directeur : M. Andrea Hila
Laja Tom Kola. Rruga Gjon Buzuku,53
AL-Skodra / Albanie
T/F +355 224 2729
� mshnàadanet.com.al

AUSTRALIA

ASSOCIATION AUSTRALIENNE
Président : M. James Thomas Dominguez
104, Studley Park Road - KEW
AU-3101Victoria / Australie
F +61 3 9404 4027
� james.dominguez@xlon.com

ARGENTINA

ASSOCIATION ARGENTINE
Président : M. Rodolfo Tadeo Buttini
Av. de Mayo 633, - 7° Piso
1084 Buenos Aires / Argentine
T +54 11 43 42 65 72 - F +54 11 43 42 66 72
F +54 11 43 74 57 37
� ordenamalta@mr.com.ar

AUSTRIA 

GRAND PRIEURE D’AUTRICHE
Grand Prieur : le Vén. Bailli Fra’ Wilhelm von und zu Liecht-
enstein
2, Johannesgasse
A-1010 Wien 1 / Autriche
T +43 (0) 1 512 72 44 - F +43 (0) 1 513 92 90
� smom@malteser.at

BELGIUM

ASSOCIATION BELGE
Président : Le Comte de Limburg Stirum 
Av. Louise 85, Bte 1
B-1050 Bruxelles / Belgique
T +32 (0) 2 252 30 72 - F +32 (0) 2 252 59 30
� malta.belgium@attglobal.net

BOLIVIA 

ASSOCIATION BOLIVIENNE
Président : M. Gonzalo Torrico Flores
Calle Reyes Ortíz no.73 esq. Federico Zuazo, Edificio Torres 
Gundlach, Piso 15, Casilla de Correo 5725
La Paz / Bolivie
T +591 22 33 0022 - F +591 22 11 2383
� malta@ceibo.entelnet.bo

BRAZIL

ASSOCIATION BRESILIENNE DE RIO DE JANEIRO
Président : Prof. Yvon Toledo Rodrigues
Mosteiro de São Bento - Rua - Dom Gerardo, 68 
R.J-20.090-030 - Rio de Janeiro / Brésil
F / T +55 21 233 33 42

ASSOCIATION DE SÃO PAULO ET 
DU BRESIL MERIDIONAL
Président : M. Dino Samaja
Centro Assistential Cruz de Malta - Rua Orlando
Murgel,161
S.P.-04358-090 São Paulo / Brésil
T & F +55 11 5581-0944
� cruzdemalta@amcham.com.br
� dsmaja@farmasa.com.br

ASSOCIATION DE BRASILIA 
ET DU BRESIL SEPTENTRIONAL
Président : M. Caio Cesar Tourinho Marqués
Parque de Acao Paroquial, Conjunto Fazendinha, Casa No.
2 - Vila Planalto
D.F. 70-800-000 Brasilia / Brésil
T +55 61 306-1005 - F +55 61 306-1373
� cctm@ufba.br

CANADA

ASSOCIATION CANADIENNE
Président : l’Amb. Theodore J.Arcand
1247, Place Kilborn - Suite 302
ON K1H 6K9-Ottawa / Canada
T +1 613 731 88 97 - F +1 613 731 13 12
� smomca.wgs@sympatico.ca

CHILE

ASSOCIATION CHILIENNE
Président : Don Regulo Valenzuela Matte
Ahumada 254, Of. 707
Santiago / Chili
T +56 2 671 75 55 - F +56 2 699 33 99
� regulovalenzuela@123click.cl

COLOMBIA

ASSOCIATION COLOMBIENNE
Président : M. Salvador Otero Ospina 
Avenida 82, N. 7-53 
Bogota / Colombie 
T +57 1 310 00 88 /+57 1 211 65 48 
F +57 1 217 48 48
� informacion@smom-colombia.org
� sotero@wackenhut.com.co

COSTA RICA 

ASSOCIATION DE COSTA RICA
Présidente : la Comtesse Giuliana Fanelli
De la Rotonda de las Garantias Sociales de Zapote
150 mts. Norte- Mano Izquierda 
San José / Costa Rica 
T + 506 225 26 77 - F + 506 234 71 64

CROATIA

HRVATSKA MALTESKA SLUZBA (HMS)
Fondation de Bienfaisance de l’Ordre en Croatie
Président : le Comte Georg Eltz Vukovarski
Ulica Kralja Petra Svˇci’ca 12 
HR- Velika Gorica / Croatie
T +385 (0) 1 6222446
� hrvatska-malteska-sluzba@zg.tel.hr

CUBA

ASSOCIATION CUBAINE
Président : Don Fernando Tomàs García-Chacon y Chacon
Suite 200 Gran Bay Plaza, 2665 South Bayshore Drive
Fl-33133 Miami / Usa 
T +1 305 285 0800 /480449
F +1 305 285 0837
� CMCHACON@cs.com

CZECH REPUBLIC

GRAND PRIEURE DE BOHEME
Grand Prieur : le Vén. Bailli Fra’ Heinrich Schlik
Lázen˘ská 4
CZ-118 00 Praha 1 - Malà Strana / République Tchèque
T +42 (0)2 57 53 08 24 - F +42 (0)2 57 53 59 95
� smom@mbox.vol.cz

DOMINICAN REPUBLIC 

ASSOCIATION DOMINICAINE
Président : Don José Vitienes Colubi
Apartado de Correos, No. 92 
Santo Domingo / République Dominicaine
T +1 809 541 1804 - F +1 809 567 0422
� jose.vitienes@codetel.net.do

ECUADOR

ASSOCIATION EQUATORIENNE
Président : Don Eduardo Noboa Zaldumbide

P.O. Box 17-07-9302
Quito / Equateur
T +593 2 252 32 81 - +593 2 243 17 04 
F +593 2 256 71 94
� nofre@andinanet.net



EL SALVADOR

ASSOCIATION DU SALVADOR
Président : M. Pedro Andrès Houdelot
Urbanizaciòn Santa Elena,
Boulevard Orden de Malta No. 3- Antiguo Cuscatlán
El Salvador C.A. 
T +503 278 0255 - F +503 278 2963
� maltaes@sv.ccglobal.net

ESTONIA

Maltas Palidzibas Dienests (MPD)
Président : M. Valdis Kazulis
11. novembra krastmala, 29
LV-1050-Riga / Lettonie
T +371 7 22 27 53 - F +371 7 82 10 70
� maltalat@parks.lv

FRANCE

ASSOCIATION FRANCAISE
Président : Le Comte et Prince de La Rochefoucauld-Montbel
92, rue du Ranelagh 
F-75016 Paris / France
T +33 (0) 1 45 20 80 20 - F +33 (0) 1 45 20 00 13
� associationfrosm@libertysurf.fr

GERMANY

SOUS-PRIEURE ALLEMAND DE ST.MICHEL
Régent : M. Karl von Lengerke
Gut Steinbeck
D-32108 Bad Salzuflen / Allemagne
T +49 (0) 5222 13 259
F +49 (0) 5222 95 9849
� K.v.Lengerke@-online.de 

ASSOCIATION ALLEMANDE
Président : Léo-Ferdinand, Graf Henckel von Donnersmarck
Burgstr. 10
D-53505 Kreuzberg / Allemagne
T +49 (0) 2 643 20 38 - F +49 (0) 2 643 23 93 
� malteserorden@t-online.de
� Henckel-donnersmark@t-online.de

GREAT BRITAIN 

GRAND PRIEURE D’ANGLETERRE
Grand Prieur : Fra’ Matthew Festing
Unit 12A, Stocksfield Hall, Stocksfield 
G.B -NE43 7TN- Northumberland / Angleterre
T +44 (0) 1661 84 33 20 - F +44 (0) 1661 84 39 69
� gpenglandsmom@aol.com
� matthew.festing@sothebys.com

ASSOCIATION BRITANNIQUE
Président : Le Prince Rupert zu Loewenstein 
Brampton House - 60, Grove End Road 
G.B.- NW8-9NH-London / Angleterre
T +44 (0)20 7586 3179 
F +44 (0)20 7289 3243
� Info@OrderofMalta.org.uk

GUATEMALA

ASSOCIATION DU GUATEMALA 
Président : Don Roberto Alejos Arzu 
Finca Labor de Castilla, Km. 19 - Carretera a Antigua - Ap.
P. 1312
Ciudad Guatemala / Guatemala
T +502 4183349 - F +502 5945053 
� maltagua@infovia.com.gt

HONDURAS

ASSOCIATION DU HONDURAS 
Présiden : M. Abel Garcia Bonilla 
Edificio Midence Soto, 12 piso No. 1202 - Parque Central,
Apartado Postal 657
Tegucigalpa M.D.C / Honduras
T +504 238 1456 - F +504 237 0822
� agarciab@laaseguradora.com.hn
� abelgarciab@yahoo.com

HUNGARY

ASSOCIATION HONGROISE 
Président : M. György O’Sváth 
Fortuna Utca 10
H-1014 Budapest / Hongroie
T +36 (0) 1 3755174
F +36 (0) 1 3190019

IRELAND

SOUS-PRIEURE IRLANDAIS SAINT OLIVER PLUNKETT
Régent : Le Bailli Peter B. Pearson
St. John’s House - 32, Clyde Road
Dublin, 4 / Irlande
T +353 (1) 668 57 68 - F +353 (1) 668 52 88
� smom@orderofmalta.ie 

ASSOCIATION IRLANDAISE 
Président : le Juge Peter Smithwick
St. John’s House, 32, Clyde Road
Dublin 4 / Irlande
T +353 (0)1 668 48 91 - F +353 (0)1 668 52 88
� smom@orderofmalta.ie

ITALY

GRAND PRIEURE DE ROME
Grand Prieur : le Vén. Bailli Fra’ Franz von Lobstein
Piazza dei Cavalieri di Malta, 4
I-00153 Roma / Italie
T +39 06 577 91 93 - F +39 06 575 83 51
� smomgproma@tiscalinet.it

GRAND PRIEURE DE LOMBARDIE ET VENISE 
Grand Prieur : Fra’ Roggero Caccia Dominoni
Palazzo Malta - Castello 3253
I-30122 Venezia / Italie
T +39 041 522 24 52 - F +39 041 520 99 55
� smomve@smomve.org

GRAND PRIEURE DE NAPLES ET SICILE
Grand Prieur : Fra’ Antonio Nesci
Via del Priorato, 17 
I-80135 Napoli / Italie
T +39 081 564 08 91 - F +39 081 549 85 40

ASSOCIATION DES CHEVALIERS ITALIENS - ACISMOM
Président : Don Carlo dei Principi Massimo
Casa di Rodi - Piazza del Grillo, 1 
I-00184 Roma / Italie
T +39 06 678 92 61 +39 06 679 42 18 
F +39 06 678 94 70
� acismom@orderofmalta.org

LEBANON

ASSOCIATION LIBANAISE 
Président : M. Marwan Sehnaoui
Societé Nationale des Tubes - Zone Industrielle / bifurcation
Ecole Hôtelière, Rue Al Midane
Dékouaneh - Beyrouth / Liban
T +961 (0) 1 68 41 04 
T & F +961 (0) 1 68 41 03
� marwan@sehnaoui.org

MALTOS ORDINO PAGALBOS TARNYBA (MOPT)
Président : M. Vytas Tamosiunas
Gedimino pr. 56 b 
2600 Vilnius / Lituanie
T +370 2 62 96 04 - F +370 2 61 74 63

LUXEMBOURG

PREMIER SECOURS DE LA CROIX DE MALTE 
Président : Me Dean Spielmann
Institut Saint Jean, Avenue Gaston Diderich, 110 
L-2014 Luxembourg / Luxembourg
T/F +352 444979
� malteser@pt.lu

MALTA

ASSOCIATION MALTAISE
Président : M. Philip Attard-Montalto
Casa Lanfreducci - 2, Victory Square 
VLT 11 Valletta / Malte
T +356 22 69 19 - F +356 22 69 18
� masmom@maltanet.net

MEXICO

ASSOCIATION MEXICAINE
Président : Don José Barroso Chavez
Liverpool 25, Esq. con Berlin - Col. Juárez
D.F.-06600-Mexico / Méxique
T +52 5 546 8428 / +52 5 705 0350 / +52 5 705 0380 
F +52 5 535 5857 
� maltafas@df1.telmex.net.mx

MONACO

ASSOCIATION MONEGASQUE
Président : M. Jean Fissore
L’Hermitage - Square Beaumarchais 
MC-98000 Monte-Carlo / Principauté de Monaco
T +377 93 50 75 60 - F +377 93 25 13 34
� jfissore@gouv.mc

NETHERLANDS

ASSOCIATION DES PAYS BAS
Président : l’Ambassadeur Baron van Voorst tot Voorst
14 Nieuwe Gracht 
NL-3512 LR Utrecht / Pays Bas
F +31 70 324 86 96

NICARAGUA

ASSOCIATION NICARAGUAYENNE
Président : M. Alberto J. McGregor Lopez
Apt.do 3491 - km 4 Carretera Sur
Managua / Nicaragua 
T +505 2 660014 - F +505 2 660015
� imcgrigo@ibw.com.ni

PANAMA

ASSOCIATION DE PANAMA
Président : M. Julio Cesar Contreras
Apartado Postal 5246 
Panama 5 / République de Panama
T +507 265 3411 - F +507 264 4569
� anc@anorco.com.pa
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PARAGUAY

SERVICIO DE EMERGENCIA MALTA (SEMA)
Œuvre de l’Ambassade de l’Ordre Souverain de Malte au
Paraguay
Avenida Mariscal Lopez 2307
Asunción / Paraguay
T +595 21 60 21 30 - F +595 21 22 37 01

PERU

ASSOCIATION PERUVIENNE
Président : M. Augusto Felipe Wiese de Osma 
Av. Enrique Canaval y Moreyra 522-Piso 16 
San Isidro -Lima / Pérou
T +511 441 29 24 / +511 4412933 
F +511 441 26 26
� awiese@wieserep.com.pe

PHILIPPINES

ASSOCIATION DES PHILIPPINES
Présiden t : Don Romeo Samson Villonco
P.O. Box 418 - Manila Central Post Office
1050 Manila / Philippines
T +63 2 536 47 95 - F +63 2 525 53 02
� smomphil@philonline.com.

POLAND

ASSOCIATION POLONAISE
Président : : le Bailli Comte Julius Ostrowski
Ul. Karmelicka 8/7
P-31-128 Kraków / Pologne
T & F +48 (0) 12 422 64 26

PORTUGAL

ASSOCIATION PORTUGAISE
Président : S.A.R. Dom Miguel de Bragança
Igreja de Santa Luzia e S. Brás, Largo de Santa Luzia 
P-1100-487 Lisboa / Portugal
T +351 21 888 1303 - F +351 21 888 1302

ROMANIA

ASSOCIATION ROUMAINE
Commissaire Magistral : l’Ambassadeur Franz Alfred von
Hartig
Bd. Dimitrie Pompei 9-Pipera Platform, Rociu Building 
Ro-Bucarestí / Roumanie
T +40 1 2040300 - F +40 1 2040310
� amb.f.a.hartig@utanet.at

RUSSIA

CORPS DE SECOURS RUSSE DE L’ORDRE SOUVERAIN
DE MALTE
Président : M. Wolfang Akunow
Putejski Tupik 4-18
103064 Moscow / Féd. Russe
T/F+7 095 91 61 368

SCANDINAVIA

ASSOCIATION SCANDINAVE
Présiden : : Le Comte Erik Sparre 
Château de Kronovall
S-27395 Tomelilla / Suède
T + 46 41723016
F +46 41723086

SENEGAL

COMITE NATIONAL DES CHEVALIERS DE L’ORDRE
SOUVERAIN DE MALTE AU SENEGAL 
Président : Le Général Jean Alfred Diallo
7, Rue Jean Mermoz
Dakar / Sénégal
T +221 822 30 07 - F +221 822 62 21

SLOVAKIA

Maltéska Pomoc
Président : M. Zoltàn Sebök de Veresmarth
Biela 2
SK-81101 Bratislava / Slovaquie
T +421 (0) 7 5443399/5 - F +421 (0) 7 54433990
� maltez@netax.sk

SLOVENIA

Slovenska Malteska Bolni_ka Pomoc (SMBP)
Président : M. August Mencinger
Glavareva 110
SL- 61218 Komenda / Slovénie
T /F+386 (0) 64 710007

SOUTH AFRICA (REPUBLIC OF)

ORGANISME DE SECOURS DE L’ORDRE
BROTHERHOOD OF BLESSED GERARD
Président: Rév.P. Gérard Lagleder
Anderson Road, 61-P.O.Box 440
4490 Mandini / Afrique du Sud (République)
T +27 32 4562743 - F +27 32 4567962
� bbg@iafrica.com

SPAIN

SOUS-PRIEURE DE ST GEORGES ET ST JACQUES 
Régent : Don Fernando Gomez de Olea y de la Pena
Calle Villanueva, 27 
E-28001 Madrid / Espagne
T &F. +34 91 5765834 - F +34 91 3461815
� brooklyn@wanadoo.es

ASSOCIATION ESPAGNOLE
Président : le Bailli Marquis de Campo Real 
Calle Flora, 3
E-28013 Madrid / Espagne
T +34 91 541 70 65 - F +34 91 541 71 34 
� ordenmalta@cece.es

SWITZERLAND 

ASSOCIATION HELVETIQUE
Président : Le Comte Hannes von Toggenburg
Technikumstrasse 6
CH-9470 Buschs / Suisse
T +41(0) 81 756 56 08 - F +41 (0) 81 756 12 09
� hannes.toggenburg@bluemail.ch

UKRAINE

Maltijska Slushba Dopomohy (MSD)
Directeur : M. Pavlo Titko
Wul. Akad. Bogomolza 8/2
UA-79005 Lwiw / Ukraine
T+380 (0)322 751200 / 380 (0) 322 978660
F+380 (0)322 978660
� malteser@lviv.gu.net

URUGUAY

ASSOCIATION URUGUAYENNE
Président : M. Hugo Eguiluz Paullier
Sarandi, 123 
11000 Montevideo / Uruguay
T +598 2 916 26 29 / +598 2 916 26 30 
F +598 2 916 22 64
� sarandí123@hotmail.com

USA

ASSOCIATION AMERICAINE 
Président : M. John Paul Reiner 
1011 First Avenue - Room 1500 
N.Y. 10022 -New York / Usa
T +1 212 371 1522 - F +1 212 486 9427 
� jreiner@whitecase.com

ASSOCIATION DES ETATS-UNIS D’AMERIQUE 
(OCCIDENTALE)
Président : M. Robert E. Bond
465 California Street - Suite 524 
CA. 94104- San Francisco / États Unis
T +1 415 788 4550 - F +1 415 291 0422
� info@smomwest.org
� rebond@home.com

ASSOCIATION FEDERALE 
DES ETATS-UNIS D’AMERIQUE
Président : : M. William J. Page 
1730 M Street, N.W. - Suite 403
D.C. 20036- Washington / États Unis
T +1 202 331 2494 - F +1 202 331 1149
� smomfausa@aol.com

VENEZUELA 

ASSOCIATION VENEZUELIENNE
Président : M. Ricardo Zuloaga Perez
Ap. Postal 4668 
Caracas / Venezuela
T +58 2 571 41 80 / +58 2 571 59 46 
F +58 2 782 61 44

YUGOSLAVIA 

MALTE˘SKA DOBROTVORNA ORGANIZACIJA
JUGOSLAVIJE (MDOJ)
Directeur : M. Szollösy György
Caradusana, 38A
23001 Zrenjanin / Jugoslavie
T & F +381 23 68 910 / +381 23 61 317
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A Afghanistan 
Albania
Algeria
Angola
Argentina
Armenia
Australia
Austria

B Belarus
Belgium
Belize
Benin
Bolivia
Bosnia-Herzegovina
Brazil
Bulgaria
Burkina Faso
Burundi

C Cambodia
Cameroon
Canada
Cape Verde
Central African Rep.
Chad
Chile
Colombia
Comores
Congo (Brazzaville / Republic of)
Congo (Democratic Republic of)
Costa Rica   
Croatia
Cuba
Czech Republic 

D Denmark
Djibouti
Dominican Republic   

E Ecuador
Egypt
El Salvador
Equatorial Guinea
Eritrea
Estonia
Ethiopia

F Finland
France

G Gabon
Georgia
Germany
Ghana
Great Britain
Greece 
Guatemala
Guinea
Guinea Bissau
Guyana

H Haïti
Honduras
Hungary

I India
Iraq
Ireland
Italy 
Ivory Coast

J Jordan 
K Kazakhstan

Kenya
Kuwait
Kyrgyzstan

L Latvia
Lebanon
Liberia
Liechtenstein
Lithuania
Luxembourg

M Macedonia
Madagascar
Mali
Malta
Mauritania
Mauritius
Mexico
Micronesia
Moldova
Monaco
Morocco
Mozambique
Myanmar (Burma)

N Namibia
Nepal
Netherlands
Nicaragua
Niger
Nigeria
Norway

P Palestine
Panama
Paraguay
Peru
Philippines
Poland
Portugal

R Romania
Russian Federation
Rwanda

S Saint Lucia
Saint Vincent-Grenadines
San Marino
San Tome & Principe 
Senegal
Seychelles
Slovakia
Slovenia
Somalia
South Africa
Spain
Sudan
Suriname
Sweden
Switzerland
Syria

T Tajikistan
Tanzania
Thailand
Togo
Tunisia
Turkey

U Uganda
Ukraine
Uruguay
USA

V Vatican
Venezuela
Vietnam

Y Yemen
Yugoslavia
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